


Dear Parishioners and Friends 
During the next few weeks many of us will begin that annual 
chore – springcleaning. It’s one of those jobs that is essential 
in every home but, also, one that we dread! 

Springcleaning often involves sorting out all those things that we have accumulated over the 
year or, in the case of some people, over many years. It involves deciding what things to keep 
and what things to throw out or to re-cycle. 
It may not be simply a coincidence that the springcleaning of our homes takes place close to, 
or during, the Season of Lent. During Lent we are encouraged to do some spiritual 
springcleaning. To take a fresh look at our lives, to get rid of those things that are really a 
hindrance and that spoil our relationship with God. 
The Bible speaks about springcleaning – a kind of sorting out. We read that God will do His 
own kind of springcleaning. Separating the sheep 
from the goats. ‘When the Son of Man comes in 
his glory …. he will separate people from one 
another as a shepherd separates the sheep from 
the goats, and he will put the sheep at his right 
hand and the goats at the left.’  
(Saint Matthew 25: 31-33).  
Separating the weeds from the wheat. ‘At harvest 
time I will tell the reapers, Collect the weeds first 
and bind them in bundles to be burned, but 
gather the wheat into my barn.’  
(Saint Matthew 13: 30). 
God will keep for Himself those people who fulfil His plans, those who trust Him and walk in 
His ways, and those who follow the path of another He will drive away. It sounds very harsh 
but, sometimes, difficult and un-popular decisions have to be made. 
None of us may find it particularly easy to discard those things that we have kept for many 
years.  
I know that I find it extremely difficult to downsize my possessions! But we do have to ask 
these questions.  
‘Do we need them?’. ‘Are they serving any purpose?’. ‘Have they outlived their 
usefulness?’. 
‘Are they surplus to requirements?’. ‘Are they cluttering up valuable space?’. 
God also has to make difficult decisions. He loves us and always will, but are we a burden on 
His heart? 
Are we faithful followers or people who distort His plans? We, so often, focus our minds on 
the God of Love and we choose to forget that the God whom we worship is also the God of 
Judgement.  
If we are honest we have to admit that this is a side of God’s being that we do not like to 
think about – because it reminds us of harsh consequences and unpleasant truths. 
This Lent, let us reflect on the choice that God has given to us.  
‘If you obey the commandments of the Lord your God …. by loving the Lord your God, 
walking in his ways, …. then you shall live …. and the Lord your God will bless you …. 
But if your heart turns away and you do not hear, but are led astray to bow down to other 
gods and serve them, …. you shall perish. 
…. today I have set before you life and death. Choose life …. loving the Lord your God, 
obeying him, and holding fast to him’. (Deuteronomy 30: 16-20). 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

      The Dean 
       writes…………. 



The Dean and The Reverend Canon John 
Merrick would like to thank most sincerely 
everyone who contributed to the Christmas 
services and events and helped to make them so meaningful.  
We had a very varied range of services during the Christmas period. 
Your support in every way is deeply appreciated. 
Thank you, also, to those who decorated the Cathedral so beautifully 
and seasonally for Christmas. The hard work and commitment of all 
individuals is very much appreciated. 
We also wish to thank Dr Derek Collins, Mr Nicky Morton, the Gentlemen and Boy Choristers, 
the Cathedral Chamber Choir and The Ladies Choir for the excellent singing during Christmas 
and, indeed, throughout the whole year. We also wish to record our appreciation and thanks 
to the Parish Office Staff and to the Cathedral Staff for their assistance in many practical ways 
with parish and civic services and with keeping the Cathedral clean and tidy. 
Thank you, also, to those parishioners who assisted by making sure that the Cathedral was 
looking at its best for the extra services and musical events held during December and 
January. 

 

Thank You 
Raymond, Patricia and Dione Stewart wish to thank their parishioners and friends who sent 
them cards and presents at Christmas. Your kindness and thoughtfulness were very much 
appreciated. 
 

The Festival Service of Nine Lessons and Carols 
The Festival Service of Nine Lessons and Carols, which is the traditional celebration of the 
Nativity of our Lord in words and music, was held in Saint Columb’s Cathedral on  
Sunday 22nd December 2019.  The Lessons were read by Leo Collins (Head Boy Chorister), 
Elizabeth Mills (Parish Reader), David Bell (Diocesan Reader), The Reverend Canon Paul 
Hoey (a member of the Cathedral Chapter), Muriel Hamilton (People’s Churchwarden), The 
Reverend Canon John Merrick (Pastoral Assistant),  The Very Reverend Raymond Stewart 
(Rector and Dean) and The Right Reverend Andrew Forster (Bishop of Derry and Raphoe.) 
 

The Advent Candlelight Procession 
The Very Reverend Houston McKelvey, a former Dean of Saint Anne’s Cathedral in Belfast, is a 
regular contributor to ‘Thought for the Day’ in the Saturday edition of the Newsletter. 
This is a part of his article in the edition of Saturday 7th December 2019. 
I had a good start to this year’s Advent season, sitting in an almost dark cathedral in 
Londonderry last Sunday. 
The choir of the historic St Columb’s commenced the annual Advent procession on the 
traditional theme of ‘Darkness into Light’ by singing from the west end gallery. 
They progressed in stages through the service of hymns, Bible readings and prayers. 
We had those wonderful Advent hymns like O Come, O Come Emmanuel and Come Thou 
Long Expected Jesus. 
The highlight for me was their singing of the Magnificat, the Biblical song of Mary, with 
solos from a most capable treble boy chorister. 
It was as close to heaven as it got for me. 
 

Fountain Primary School Nativity Service 
Fountain Primary School Nativity Service was held in Saint Columb’s Cathedral on  
Monday 9th December 2019.  At the beginning of the service the Dean welcomed all of the 
pupils, their teachers, their parents and also the representatives of the local churches –  
The Reverend Richard Johnston and The Reverend Keith Hibbert. 
He, also, welcomed Mr Ross Kernohan who would be ordained and installed as the Minister 
of Carlisle Road and Crossroads Presbyterian Churches a few days later  
(Friday 13th December).  The Scripture reading (Saint Luke 2: 1-7) was read by P7 pupil, 
Kaycee Phillips.  The Choir, conducted by Nicky Morton and accompanied on the keyboard by 
Louis Fields, sang ‘Night of Silence’. 

Christmas 



February Services/Events 
SATURDAY 01 SAINT BRIGID 
    10.30 am Holy Communion (Order One) 
SUNDAY  02 THE PRESENTATION OF CHRIST IN THE TEMPLE 
      8.00 am Holy Communion (Order One) 
    11.00 am Choral Eucharist   (Order Two) 
      4.00 pm Choral Evensong 
MONDAY  03 10.30 am Morning Prayer  
TUESDAY  04 10.30 am Holy Communion (Order Two) 
      7.30 pm The Select Vestry will meet in Cathedral House,  
      No. 1, Saint Columb’s Court 
WEDNESDAY 05 10.00 am CMD Morning for the Clergy of the Dioceses 
      Holy Communion (Order Two) 
      The Celebrant: The Right Reverend Andrew Forster 
THURSDAY 06 10.30 am Morning Prayer 
FRIDAY  07` 10.30 am The Litany 
SATURDAY 08 11.30 am Confirmation Day at The Acorn Centre,  
      - 3.00 pm Saint Peter’s Church, Culmore Road, Londonderry 
      Speaker: Simon Henry, Church of Ireland Youth Department
        The Official Opening of Saint Columb’s School of Music 
        1.00 pm Lunchtime Concert in Saint Columb’s Cathedral 
       3.00 pm School of Music Open Day 
        7.30 pm Evening Concert in Saint Columb’s Cathedral 
SUNDAY  09 THE THIRD SUNDAY BEFORE LENT / SEPTUAGESIMA 
      8.00 am Holy Communion (Order One) 
    11.00 am Choral Matins 
      4.00 pm Choral Evensong 
MONDAY  10 10.30 am Morning Prayer 
TUESDAY  11 10.30 am Holy Communion (Order Two) 
      7.30 pm The Mothers’ Union Enrolment Service  
      in Saint Columb’s Cathedral 
WEDNESDAY 12 10.30 am Morning Prayer 
THURSDAY 13 10.30 am Morning Prayer 
FRIDAY  14 10.30 am The Litany 
SUNDAY  16 THE SECOND SUNDAY BEFORE LENT / SEXAGESIMA 
      8.00 am Holy Communion (Order One) 
    11.00 am Choral Eucharist   (Order One) 
      The Preacher: The Reverend Canon Paul Hoey 
      4.00 pm Choral Evensong 
MONDAY  17 10.30 am Morning Prayer 
      3.00 pm The Widows’ Friendship Group will meet  
      in Cathedral House, No. 1, Saint Columb’s Court 
TUESDAY  18 10.30 am Holy Communion (Order Two) 
      8.00 pm The Men’s Society will meet in Cathedral House, 
       No. 1, Saint Columb’s Court 
WEDNESDAY 19  10.30 am Morning Prayer 
THURSDAY 20  10.30 am Morning Prayer 
FRIDAY  21  10.30 am The Litany 
       7.30 pm The Service of The Institution  
       of The Reverend Nigel Cairns  
       in Saint Augustine’s Church, Londonderry 



SUNDAY  23 THE SUNDAY BEFORE LENT / QUINQUAGESIMA 
      8.00 am Holy Communion (Order One) 
    11.00 am Choral Matins  
      4.00 pm Choral Evensong 

Notes / Articles for the March issue of the Cathedral Magazine are due by today 
MONDAY  24 10.30 am Morning Prayer 
TUESDAY  25 10.30 am Holy Communion (Order Two) 
WEDNESDAY 26 ASH WEDNESDAY 
    10.30 am Holy Communion (Order One) 
      7.30 pm A Service for Ash Wednesday: The Beginning of Lent 
THURSDAY 27 10.30 am Morning Prayer 
      1.05 pm Lunchtime Talk 
      7.30 pm Bible Study in The Parish Office 
FRIDAY  28 10.30 am The Litany 
      7.30 pm The Service of The Institution 
      of The Reverend Rosemary (Rosie) Diffin 
      in Kilcronaghan Parish Church, Tobermore  
SATURDAY 29   1.00 pm The Rite of Holy Baptism 
 

March Services / Events 
SUNDAY  01 THE FIRST SUNDAY IN LENT 
      8.00 am Holy Communion (Order One) 
    11.00 am Choral Eucharist   (Order Two) 
      4.00 pm Choral Evensong 
MONDAY  02 10.30 am Morning Prayer 
TUESDAY  03 10.30 am Holy Communion (Order Two) 
      7.30 pm The Select Vestry will meet in Cathedral House,  
      No. 1, Saint Columb’s Court  
WEDNESDAY 04 10.30 am Morning Prayer 
      7.30 pm The Order for Compline 
THURSDAY 05 10.30 am Morning Prayer 
      1.05 pm Lunchtime Talk 
     7.30 pm Bible Study in The Parish Office 
FRIDAY  06 10.30 am The Litany 

February Services/Events 

 
If you or a relative is admitted to or discharged from hospitals or nursing homes  
please let the Dean or The Reverend Canon John Merrick know if you would like  
a Pastoral Visit.  
 

Under Data Protection (GDPR) we do not have access to the Hospital Admission Forms  
so we can only know that you are a patient in hospital if the Chaplain notifies us  
or if you or a relative notifies us.  Thank you for your co-operation. 

 



Confirma ion 2020 
The Right Reverend Andrew Forster, the Bishop of The Dioceses of Derry and Raphoe,  
will visit Saint Columb’s Cathedral on Sunday 28th June 2020 at 11.00 am to administer  
The Rite of Confirmation.  
Parishioners (young people and adults) who wish to be presented for Confirmation  
should give their names to the Dean or to The Reverend Canon John Merrick by the 
beginning of 2020. 
Young people who wish to be confirmed –  
Must be baptised members of the Church. 
Must be 13 years or over on 28th June 2020. 
Must attend Sunday School and Church regularly. 
Must attend every meeting of the Confirmation Group. 
(A note signed by his/her parent/guardian must be given to the Dean or to The Reverend 
Canon John Merrick to explain non-attendance). 
Must complete all work sheets. 
The Dioceses of Derry and Raphoe will hold a Confirmation Day on Saturday 8th February  
(11.30 am – 3.00 pm) at The Acorn Centre, Saint Peter’s Church, Culmore Road, 
Londonderry. 
The Speaker is Simon Henry, Church of Ireland Youth Department. 
Those from Saint Columb’s Cathedral who wish to be presented for Confirmation on 
Sunday 28th June are encouraged to attend this event. 

The Select Vestry 
A meeting of the Select Vestry of The Parish of Templemore will be held in Cathedral House,  
No. 1, Saint Columb’s Court on Tuesday 4th February 2020 at 7.30 pm. 
One of the items on the Agenda will be The Revision of the Register of Vestrypersons. 
At the meeting the names of any parishioners who have died, or who have left the parish, 
during the year will be deleted and, hopefully, new names will be added. 
Any resident parishioner or accustomed member of the congregation who is eighteen years 
of age and over may have his/her name added to the Register provided that he/she fulfils the 
following requirements. 
Signs a declaration form that he/she is a member of The Church of Ireland. 
Is either a resident parishioner or an accustomed member of the congregation.  
Declaration forms are available in the Cathedral. Please ask the Dean or the churchwardens 
for details. 
Q. What is the Register of Vestrypersons? 

A. The Register of Vestrypersons is the list of the names of parishioners and of people 
who are accustomed members of the congregation, ie. people who ‘belong’ to the 
parish but who live outside of the parish boundaries. 
It is from this list that people are elected, at the meeting of The General Vestry,  
ie. The Annual General Meeting of the Parish held, usually, after Easter, to serve as 
Churchwardens, Glebewardens and members of the Select Vestry. 

Q. To what will I be committing myself if I sign the Declaration Form? 
A. By having your name on the list you will be doing two things: (1) you will be able to 
attend the meeting of The General Vestry and to appoint parishioners to various 
offices, and (2) you will be able – if you wish – to be nominated for office yourself. 

 
If you have never signed a Declaration Form, or have forgotten that you did sign many, many 
years ago, we can check the Register for you.  



2nd  February  Sunday School first then Church 
9th  February  Half term break 
16th  February  Church then Sunday School 
23rd  February  No Family Service - attend Choral Matins  
1st  March  Sunday School first then Church   
8th  March  Church then Sunday School 
15th  March  Church then Sunday School 
22nd  March  Mothering Sunday (Family Service) 
29th March  Church then Sunday School 
5th  April   Palm Sunday 
12th April   Easter Day 
19th April   Easter Holidays 
 
Family Services 
Every other month instead of family service we now join the 11 o’clock Service of Choral 
Matins with the children still participating by reading lessons and prayers. 
 
Farewell  
We say farewell to Anna Doherty who has moved Sunday School. We will miss you, Anna. 
 
Save the date: 
Palm Sunday – we will have an exciting day with lots of animals, Easter Craft, games  
and a treasure hunt.  More details to follow.  
 
THE LEPROSY MISSION 
Last month Sunday School focused on the work of The Leprosy Mission.  We followed up with 
a competition. The children had to write a story about Leprosy. We gave a prize of £20.  
Emma Bell won the competition with her story of a 3 year old called Amoli from India.  

Hi, I am Amoli from India.  I have leprosy.  I first found out when I was 3 years old.   
I tried to go to the doctor but my family was poor and did not want me.  I lived on the 
street with hardly any food.  They kept me and all the other people with leprosy 
together.  Nobody liked us or even touched us because we spread disease.   
Leprosy is an awful thing to have. 
 
One morning a doctor came to me. I was really lucky.  I was so happy that someone gave 
some money or I would not be alive today. 
 
Emma Bell 

Hospice Sunday 
The 2020 Hospice Sunday Appeal  

will be held in all parishes throughout The Diocese of Derry 
on Sunday 16th February  

with donations being given to the local Hospice. 

The Londonderry Protestant Orphan Society 
The retiring offering for The Londonderry Protestant Orphan Society at the services on 
Christmas Day amounted to £310.00. 
Thank you to all who contributed and supported the work of the Society. 



Bible Readings for February 2020 

DAY READING THEME 

The Bible readings are from ‘Fresh from the Word—the Bible for a change—2020’ 
produced by The International Bible Reading Association 

Saturday 1 Saint Matthew 7:1-6 The pointing of the finger 

Sunday 2 Joshua 1:1-11 Meditate on God’s word 

Monday 3 1 Samuel 1:1-20 Persistence in prayer 

Tuesday 4 Nehemiah 1:1-11 In times of despair 

Wednesday 5 Isaiah 40:27-31 Living in hope 

Thursday 6 Saint John 20:24-29 Overcoming doubt 

Friday 7 Saint Luke 18:18-27 Open to change 

Saturday 8 Saint John 16:16-24 Joy out of suffering 

Sunday 9 Song of Solomon 1 Kiss me with the kisses of your lips 

Monday 10 Song of Solomon 2 A rose by any name 

Tuesday 11 Song of Solomon 3 Night fantasy 

Wednesday 12 Song of Solomon 4 Anatomy of love 

Thursday 13 Song of Solomon 5 Absence and presence 

Friday 14 Song of Solomon 6:1-7:7 Poetry in motion 

Saturday 15 Song of Solomon 8 Strong as death 

Sunday 16 1 Saint Peter 1:1-16 When the world turns against you 

Monday 17 1 Saint Peter 1:22-2:10 God’s people abroad 

Tuesday 18 1 Saint Peter 2:13-3:7 The law of the land the law of God 

Wednesday 19 1 Saint Peter 3:3-22 (Not) getting thrown to the lions: a survival guide 

Thursday 20 1 Saint Peter 4:1-11 Covering a multitude of sins 

Friday 21 1 Saint Peter 4:12-19 When duty calls or danger …. 

Saturday 22 1 Saint Peter 5:1-13 Belonging to the communion of saints 

Sunday 23 2 Saint Peter 1 Living memory for a living faith 

Monday 24 2 Saint Peter 2 A warning from history 

Tuesday 25 2 Saint Peter 3 Judgement justice mercy and grace 

Wednesday 26 Saint Matthew 4:1-11 Power’s allure 

Thursday 27 Psalm 51:1-12 A clean heart 

Friday 28 Hosea 6:1-6 Turn to the Lord 

Saturday 29 Deuteronomy 30:15-20 Choose life 



Continuing Ministerial Development 
A CMD Morning for the Clergy of the 
Dioceses of Derry and Raphoe will be held 
on Wednesday 5th February. 
The Morning will begin with a Service of 
Holy Communion (Order Two) in  
Saint Columb’s Cathedral at 10.00 am. 
Parishioners should note that the Daily 
Office (Morning Prayer) will NOT be read in 
the Cathedral on this day. 
 

Ash Wednesday and Lent 
Ash Wednesday, the first day of Lent, will be 
observed on Wednesday 26th February. 
There will be a Service of Holy Communion 
at 10.30 am and the Penitential Service  
(A Service for Ash Wednesday) at 7.30 pm. 
There will also be a devotional service  
(An Order for Compline), with an Address  
by The Reverend Canon John Merrick, each 
Wednesday evening during Lent at 7.30 pm. 
 
There will be a Lunchtime Talk each 
Thursday (1.05 pm) during Lent.  The title of 
these talks is ‘Searchlight on God’s Word – 
new insights into the Bible’. 
Speakers will include The Right Reverend 
Andrew Forster, The Reverend Dr Ian Mills 
and Miss Catherine Little, General Secretary 
of the Bible Society in Northern Ireland. 
 
There will be a Bible Study each Thursday 
evening at 7.30 pm in The Parish Office. 
This year, the Dean will conduct the Bible 
Study using sections of The Alpha Course. 
 

Chapter News 
The Canon in Residence in February will be 
The Reverend Canon Paul Hoey, the Rector 
of The Parish of Faughanvale (Eglinton). 
Canon Paul Hoey will preach at Choral 
Eucharist on Sunday 16th February. 

 
A Word of Thanks from the Dean on 

Sunday 12th January 2020 
I wish to say a personal “Thank You” to 
everyone in the Cathedral who prepared so 
thoroughly for the two important services 
held recently. The Service of The Installation 
of Bishop Andrew Forster on  
Sunday afternoon, 5th January, and  
The Service of Thanksgiving for the life of 
Bishop James Mehaffey on  
Sunday afternoon, 11th January. 
Thank you to my colleague, Canon John 
Merrick; to the Choirs and Organists; 
to the Churchwardens and members of the 
Select Vestry; to the Parish Office Staff and 
the Cathedral Staff; and to everyone who was 
so willing to assist in so many other ways. 
It has been a long time since two such large 
and important services were held within just 
a few days of each other. 
For most of us the planning and conducting 
of these services, that attracted hundreds of 
people from The Church of Ireland and 
beyond, was a new and unfamiliar experience 
so it has been encouraging to have heard 
how much those who attended appreciated 
them. 
A visitor to the Cathedral summed up both 
services in these words: “It was Anglican 
worship at its best.” 

Her Majesty The Queen’s  
New Year’s Honours List 

 
The Dean, The Reverend Canon John Merrick and all of 
the members of The Parish of Templemore  
(Saint Columb’s Cathedral) wish to congratulate  
George Martin Mace who was awarded the  
Medal of the Order of the British Empire (BEM) in the  
Queen’s New Year Honours for services to sport and to 
the community in Northern Ireland and  

Simon Graham Hunter, Chief Executive Officer, Hunter Apparel Solutions Ltd., who was 
awarded the Medal of the Member of the Most Excellent Order of The British Empire (MBE) 
for services to Business and the Economy. 





                    The Widows’ Friendship Group  
 

On Monday 16th December the group met in the Bishop’s Gate Hotel for 
Christmas lunch. We were delighted that Maisie was able to join us as her 
daughter had brought her up from Belfast especially. It was good to see her 
looking so well  and in such good form. We all enjoyed our lunch and the 
friendly service. Many thanks to Alison and Geraldine for driving and to the 

Dean for allowing us to park in the Deanery Mews. 
At our meeting of 20th January the Dean very thoughtfully came to lead us in a time of prayer 
and reflection on the loss of our dear friend Millie, for which we were very grateful.   
Geraldine then entertained us with stories of her experiences as a Community Midwife before 
the advent of mobile phones! She and Alison provided a delicious afternoon tea and also acted 
as chauffeurs. 
Thanks to Linda for our new programmes and to John and Deborah for their continued help. 
Our next meeting is on 17th February in Cathedral House, No1 Saint Columb’s Court at 3pm. 

At our December meeting it was a pleasure to welcome 
members and our speaker on a miserable winter’s 
evening. It was also a pleasure to welcome Irene as our 
incoming Branch Leader and Pauline as our incoming 
Treasurer. Margaret will stay on as Branch Secretary and 
Elizabeth has agreed to be temporary Minute Secretary. 

Doreen and Pauline had decorated the room with beautiful flower arrangements to help 
ensure a festive atmosphere. 
Our speaker was Jean Bruce, Chair of Londonderry and District Floral Art Society and Area 
Chair of the Northern Ireland Group of Flower Arranging Societies. She made four beautiful 
and original flower arrangements which were then auctioned to raise funds for the Cathedral. 
The Dean then joined us for a delicious supper provided by Irene and we finished the evening 
by singing traditional carols accompanied by Jacqui on the new piano which had been gifted 
to Louis Fields from The Parish of Agherton, Portstewart. 
The Dean wished us all a Happy Christmas and peaceful New Year and closed the meeting  
with a prayer. 
Our January meeting was chaired by new Branch Leader Irene with Pauline as our new 
treasurer and Margaret as secretary. Elizabeth is temporary minute secretary.  
We remembered the families of the late Bishop James Mehaffey and Millie Campbell and all 
those who had been bereaved throughout the year. 
Ray was asked to pass on our congratulations to her husband Martin who received the BEM in 
the New Year’s Honours list. Linda was congratulated on her design for this year’s programme 
and Irene thanked the outgoing office bearers, particularly Doreen who served for 9 years. 
The main business of the evening was to discuss this year’s programme and extra events on 
the theme of “Building hope and confidence“.  
On Wednesday 18th March a Praise Event is being held in An Grianán Hotel to which we are 
all invited to bring a friend and sing our favourite hymns. 
The President’s Shield Competition this year is also designed to reach out to the community 
with each branch organising an event that will involve young families. Irene chaired a lively 
discussion about the various alternatives and it was eventually decided that Palm Sunday  
(5th April ) would be appropriate. We hope to provide activities for the children during Sunday 
School and that their parents will join us for refreshments after Church. 
Our next meeting will be our annual Service of Thanksgiving in Saint Columb’s Cathedral on 
Tuesday 11th February at 7.30 pm. 

Support Group Christmas Sale   
Thank you to all who supported the plant/flower stall which raised £249 at the Support Group 
Christmas sale.  A special thanks to Millie Mulhern, Audrey McSparron and Geraldine Sloane 
who contributed containers and flower arranging accessories.  Pauline Doherty 



The Cathedral Youth Club 
enjoyed many events over the 
Christmas season. 
The High Hopes Peace Choir 
once again through their singing 

and reflections on their daily lives brought 
home the true message of Christmas to 
everyone who attended this special evening.  
We were delighted to welcome distinguished 
guests to the event -  
The Lord Lieutenant for the City of 
Londonderry, Dr Angela Garvey, Civic 
Representatives, PSNI, representatives of 
community organisations and of course our 
loyal supporters. We realise Christmas is a 
busy time for everyone. We appreciate the 
help and support of the Staff of the 
Cathedral especially Daphne and Ian.  We 
would also like to thank Gordon the 
Caretaker in The Diocesan Centre for his 
patience and support regarding the 
refreshments after the Christmas Event. 
  

Our Christmas good deed 
this year was agreed by all 
the young people that we 
would support The House 
in The Wells which offers 
shelter and respite to men 
in need. We were 
delighted to visit the 
home and hand over gifts 
which were gratefully 
received.  The young 
people also delivered 
Christmas gifts to more 
mature residents living in 
the Fountain Estate as a 
good will gesture. If we 
forgot anyone please 
accept our apologies and 
make yourself known to 
us. 
  

The door is still open at 
The Youth Club as we are 
still waiting on the final 
whistle to vacate the 
premises. It will be a sad 
day after 30 years but we 
all look forward to a newly 
refurbished centre which 
will welcome everyone to 
this exciting Shared 
Space.  

On Thursday 13th February at 7.00 pm we 
plan to have the last event for the community, 
young people and friends as well as 
distinguished guests and we would like 
everyone to join with us in a Health and Well 
Being event.  
Beautiful food will be cooked on site by John 
Crowe renowned chef, Ann McKeever will use 
her creative talent with Floral Art and if you 
would like to relax and be pampered therapy 
sessions will be available. If you spent too 
much at Christmas we also have a Money 
Management Facilitator on hand, Drug and 
Alcohol Awareness Councillor and the PSNI as 
well as having a BMI check. 
Although we will move out of the existing 
premises we will have an Office and Drop In 
for the young people at 99 The Fountain  
(our temporary premises hopefully for only  
20 weeks). 
 

Everyone Welcome.  
  

Jeanette  -  Project Manager 



         CANDLEMAS DAY – 2nd FEBRUARY  
This ancient festival marks the midpoint of winter, halfway between the 
shortest day and the spring equinox.  It came to be called ‘Candlemas’ 
as, many years ago, people thought that the Christmas season lasted for 
forty days,  until 2 February, and it was on this day when all the candles 
to be used in the church had a blessing said over them – hence the 
Festival Day (or ‘mass’) of the Candles.  This day has two other names –
the ‘Presentation of Christ in the Temple’ and the ‘Purification of the 
Virgin Mary’ – a ceremony held by Jewish custom 40 days after the birth 
of a baby.  Folklore has it that Candlemas Day predicts the weather for 
the rest of the winter – 

If Candlemas Day be fair and bright 
Winter will have another fight. 

If Candlemas Day brings cloud and rain, 
Winter will not come again. 

+ 

If Candlemas Day be dry and fair, 
The half o’winter’s to come and mair; 

If Candlemas Day be wet and foul, 
The half o’winter’s gone at Yule. 

 

29 FEBRUARY 2020 
2020 is a leap year, with 29 days in February.  February 2020 also has five Saturdays - it 
starts and ends on a Saturday. Between 1904 and 2096, leap years with the same day of 
week for each date repeat every 28 years.  
WHAT IS A LEAP YEAR? 
A leap year is a year with one extra day inserted into February - the leap year is 366 days with 
29 days in February as opposed to the normal 28 days.  This is to correct the discrepancy 
between the calendar year (365 days) and the time it takes for the earth to complete one 
orbit of the sun (365 days and 6 hours).   
 

A leap day is also traditionally when ladies can take the opportunity to propose marriage!  
The custom dates back hundreds of years, to when the leap year was not recognised legally; 
the day was simply "leapt over" and ignored. Since it had no legal status, formal traditions 
did not apply on this day. Consequently, women who were not content to wait for a proposal 
took advantage of this anomaly and popped the question themselves.  Another twist to this 
story is that the custom started in 5th century Ireland when Saint Brigid complained to  
Saint Patrick about women having to wait for so long for a man to propose. According to 
legend, Saint Patrick said the yearning females could propose on this one day in February 
during the leap year. 

http://www.timeanddate.com/calendar/?year=2008
http://www.timeanddate.com/calendar/repeating.html?year=2008


 

Saint Columb’s Cathedral  

Lent Bible Study 
Beginning Thursday 27th February  

Every Thursday at 7.30 pm in the Parish Office 





               Partners in Prayer 2020 
Bishop Andrew writes ………… 
To pray for each other is a wonderful gift from God. Prayer not only 
empowers the ministry of parishes across our dioceses; it also draws us 
closer together as the family of God. It is always a blessing to know that 
someone is praying for you. 
In commending our diocesan prayer diary can I urge each one of us to 
renew our commitment to prayer during 2020. I am more and more 
convinced that it is only as we pray that we will know the blessing of 
God in our dioceses. 
‘Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. Let your gentleness 

be known to everyone. The Lord is near. Do not worry about anything, but in everything by 
prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. And the 
peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and minds in Christ 
Jesus.’   Philippians 4: 4-7 
+ ANDREW DERRY AND RAPHOE 
 

SATURDAY 1st FEBRUARY 2020 
SAINT BRIGID 

 
SUNDAY 2nd FEBRUARY 2020 

THE PRESENTATION OF CHRIST IN THE TEMPLE 
 

THE WEEK BEGINNING SUNDAY 2nd FEBRUARY 2020 
The Anglican Church of Burundi 
The Most Reverend Martin Blaise Nyaboho, Archbishop of Burundi and Bishop of Makamba. 
The Church of Ireland 
Thank God for the Episcopal Ministry of The Most Reverend Richard Clarke,  
Archbishop of Armagh, Primate of All Ireland and Metropolitan, who retires today. 
The Dioceses of Cashel, Ferns and Ossory. The Right Reverend Michael Burrows. 
The Dioceses of Derry and Raphoe. The Right Reverend Andrew Forster. 
The Parish of Faughanvale (Eglinton). The Reverend Canon Paul Hoey, Rector. 
 

MISSION FOCUS 
The Leprosy Mission in India 
Pray for The Leprosy Mission Trust India’s fundraising initiatives. 
Pray that TLMTI will continue to connect with more individual donors, corporate sponsors 
and institutional funders. 
Pray that God will grant them wisdom to take advantage of opportunities to develop new 
channels of partnership and income. 
  

THE WEEK BEGINNING SUNDAY 9th FEBRUARY 2020 
The Anglican Church of Canada 
The Most Reverend Linda Nicholls, Primate of The Anglican Church of Canada. 
The Church of Ireland. Archbishop: Vacant. 
The Dioceses of Cashel, Ferns and Ossory. The Right Reverend Michael Burrows. 
The Dioceses of Derry and Raphoe. The Right Reverend Andrew Forster. 
The Parishes of Cumber Upper (Claudy), Cumber Lower (KIllaloo),  
Banagher and Learmount. The Reverend David Slater, Rector. 
 



THE WEEK BEGINNING SUNDAY 16th FEBRUARY 2020 
The Church of The Province of Central Africa 
The Most Reverend Albert Chama, Archbishop of Central Africa and Bishop of Northern 
Zambia. 
The Church of Ireland. Archbishop: Vacant. 
The Dioceses of Cashel, Ferns and Ossory. The Right Reverend Michael Burrows. 
The Dioceses of Derry and Raphoe. The Right Reverend Andrew Forster. 
The Parishes of Dungiven and Bovevagh. The Reverend Mark Loney, Rector. 
 

MISSION FOCUS 
The Bible Society in Paraguay 
The Hugua Chini, San Alfredo and Caraya Vuelta are among the communities found along 
the Paraguayan River in the world’s largest tropical wetland. They’re an isolated people who 
depend on the river for most aspects of their lives. 
The Paraguayan Bible Society travels along the river onboard El Amanecer, bringing supplies 
to meet the medical and educational needs of the people. They bring Scriptures for the 
people, and over the years churches have started to form. Currently, the focus of El 
Amanecer is to train up church leaders in these communities and provide the members with 
Bibles and literature so that they may grow in their faith and encourage other communities 
to do the same. 
 

THE WEEK BEGINNING SUNDAY 23rd FEBRUARY 2020 
Iglesia Anglicana de la Region Central de America 
The Right Reverend Julio Murray Thompson, Primate of IARCA and Bishop of Panama. 
The Church of Ireland. Archbishop: Vacant. 
The Dioceses of Cashel, Ferns and Ossory. The Right Reverend Michael Burrows, 
The Dioceses of Derry and Raphoe. The Right Reverend Andrew Forster. 
The Parishes of Balteagh, Carrick, Tamlaghtard and Aghanloo. Rector: Vacant.  
Mr Brian Robinson, Diocesan Reader. 
 

WEDNESDAY 26th FEBRUARY 2020 
ASH WEDNESDAY 

 
THE WEEK BEGINNING SUNDAY 1st MARCH 2020 

Iglesia Anglicana de Chile The Most Reverend Hector (Tito) Zavala Munoz,  
Bishop of Santiago and Primate. 
The Church of Ireland. Archbishop: Vacant. 
The Diocese of Connor: Bishop: Vacant. 
The Dioceses of Derry and Raphoe. The Right Reverend Andrew Forster. 
The Parish of Tamlaghtfinlagan (Ballykelly) with Myroe. 
The Reverend Canon Harold Given, Rector. 
 

MISSION FOCUS 
The Leprosy Mission in Timor Leste 
TLM Timor Leste’s vision is to see an improvement in the quality of life of people affected by 
leprosy or disabilities and their families. 
TLM Timor Leste currently works on projects to improve leprosy services; they run 
community based rehabilitation programmes to integrate people affected by leprosy into 
the community; they advocate for Human Rights at the national level, and they have 
produced a Gender Based Violence toolkit. 
Thank God that TLM-TL has formed a local board and is ready to be registered as a local 
organisation in the near future. 



FEBRUARY MUSIC LIST 
Sunday 2   The Presentation of Christ in the Temple 
     
11.00am   Choral Eucharist  (Order Two)  
   The Third Communion Service William Mathias 
   Nunc Dimittis in F George Dyson 
4.00pm  Choral Evensong 
   Magnificat and Nunc Dimittis in D Charles Wood 
   The Lord hath been mindful of us S S Wesley 
 
Sunday 9   The Third Sunday before Lent/Septuagesima 
    
11.00am  Choral Matins 
   Te Deum in Bb C V Stanford 
   Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace S S Wesley 
4.00pm  Choral Evensong  The Gentlemen of the Choir 
   Magnificat and Nunc Dimittis in G (ATB) Herbert Sumsion 
   View me, Lord Charles Wood 
 
Sunday 16  The Second Sunday before Lent/Sexagesima 
 
11.00am  Choral Eucharist (Order One) 
   Communion Service in F Herbert Sumsion 
   Fairest Lord Jesus Martin How 
4.00pm  Choral Evensong 
   Magnificat and Nunc Dimittis in G Herbert Sumsion 
   My eyes for beauty pine Herbert Howells 
 
Sunday 23  The Sunday before Lent/Quinquagesima 
 
11.00am  Choral Matins 
   Jubilate in Bb C V Stanford 
   How beautiful upon the mountains John Stainer 
4.00pm  Choral Evensong  The Cathedral Chamber Choir 
   Magnificat and Nunc Dimittis in Eb Charles Wood 
   Expectans Expectavi Charles Wood 

The Men’s Society met for the annual dinner which was held in The Treehouse 
Restaurant, Muff, Co. Donegal, on Tuesday 21st January 2020.  There was an 
excellent turnout of 29 members and a very enjoyable evening with good food 
was had by all.  This is always an evening looked forward by the membership 
and is a very social introduction to a new year of meetings. 
We will return to Cathedral House, No.1 Saint Columb’s Court for our next 
meeting on 18th February 2020.  The speaker for the evening will be our very 

own Canon  John Merrick, who will give a talk on the 150th Anniversary of The 
Disestablishment of The Church of Ireland. 
Robert McGonigle,  Secretary 



Thanks and Congratulations 
 
December 2019 and January 2020 have been two of the busiest 
months with more high profile services than I can remember for 
many years.  Thanks and congratulations go to all involved in the 
Cathedral Choir and Chamber Choir for all their excellent support 
in recent months.  Our Advent Procession and The Festival 
Service of Nine Lessons and Carols attracted large congregations 
and along with the Boys and Gentlemen of the Cathedral Choir 
we are indebted yet again to Nicky Morton and Louis Fields for 
accompanying these services.   
The Service of Installation for Bishop Andrew Forster was an 

extraordinary occasion and the contribution of the combined Cathedral and Chamber Choir 
made it a musical highlight of recent years.  Online attention is of course transitory but video 
clips quickly exceeded three thousand views on Facebook and attracted many favourable 
comments.  Particular thanks to Nicky for conducting the choirs on such an occasion and 
ensuring that we were well co-ordinated.  Within a week we had another very significant 
event with the Service of Thanksgiving of Bishop James Mehaffey to whose family we send 
our condolences.  The Bishop was a great supporter of music in Saint Columb’s not only in 
establishing the organ scholarship in memory of his son Philip but he always had a kind word 
or encouraging comment for the music anytime I met him.  There was a quiet dignity in the 
music chosen for the service and thank you to all involved.  
Derek 

Master 

FEBRUARY 

Sean Graydon 

CONGRATULATIONS  
MARTIN MACE 
On being awarded the  
BEM in The Queen’s 
New Year’s Honours List 
Love from all the family 
xxx 

IOSAS Centre & Celtic Prayer Garden 
Beginning on Thursday February 20 we have the pleasure of hosting a flower craft series of 
workshops over a period of 8 weeks. During this timeframe you will learn some of the 
professional flower display skills such as how to arrange displays using asymmetrical 
triangles, vertical designs and parallel design techniques. The price is £100 which includes all 
your materials for the eight weeks as well as refreshments every Thursday night from 
February 20th (7-9pm) for a period of 8 weeks. This works out at approximately £12.50 for 
each night. At the end of the course your skills set will be put to good use as we will be led in 
how to arrange a floral display in our religious place of worship/ sacred space which will then 
open for visitors over Easter week. Due to the nature of the course there is a smaller number 
of places available. Booking is essential. 
 

Please call +353 74 9384866 
Have a look at our Facebook Page @IOSASCentre for details. 

https://www.facebook.com/IOSASCentre/


Dipping into the archives 



         Spring Garden 
In these dark days of winter it is always uplifting to have something special to look forward 
to. So here it is- Creevagh House Garden will be open on Saturday May 16th  for you and 
your friends to visit! This is a fundraising event in aid of the Cathedral and we are very 
grateful to William and Elma Lynn for offering to do this for the funds. This is the first time 
the garden has been open to the public. While it would not be possible to open the house, 
the history of the house and the use of the grounds by the United States Military as a 
hospital during WW11 is fascinating, and we will have a talk on that! There will be other 
attractions on offer during the day but most of all we would appreciate your help, before and 
after the event. Everyone can help; we need those who can help with construction of 
marquees, transport items from Cathedral House to Creevagh House, people to man stalls, 
items needed for stalls including crafts, crafters to make things, items for the plant stall,  
cakes and tray-bakes needed and we need people to pray for good weather on the week 
before and on the day (we need a dry field to park cars!) and that everyone will be safe and 
have fun! 



The Service of Thanksgiving for the life of The Right Reverend James Mehaffey 
Saint Columb’s Cathedral, Londonderry 

Saturday 11th January 2020 
The Dean, The Very Reverend Raymond Stewart, 
introduced the service. 
I welcome you this afternoon to the Service of 
Thanksgiving for the life of James Mehaffey and 
on behalf of his wife Thelma, daughter Wendy, 
son Tim, daughter-in-law Julia and their families 
I thank you for making the time to be here today 
to remember James and to support his family by 
your presence and with your prayers. 
James Mehaffey was a family man and this part 
of his long life is acknowledged and remembered 
in this service. 
He, also, was a public figure and his family 
acknowledges this. 
As a priest and as a bishop of the Church he met 
and associated with many people from all walks 
of life and we acknowledge and welcome many 
people from this City and Community – and from 
other places too – who knew him and worked 
with him over many years. 
Clergy and lay people of these dioceses and the 
wider Church. 
Representatives of the Civic and Community life 
of this City and County. 
Representatives of many organisations with which Bishop James was so closely involved. 
Representatives of the local churches. 
I would like to welcome particularly The Most Reverend Donal McKeown representing the 
Roman Catholic Community, The Reverend Richard Johnston representing the Methodist 
Community and The Reverend Colin McKibbin representing the Presbyterian Community. 
There are also present today colleagues from The House of Bishops of The Church of Ireland 
and I would like to welcome particularly Bishop James’s predecessor as Bishop of Derry and 
Raphoe, The Right Reverend The Lord Eames, who will deliver the Address, and his successors 
as Bishop of Derry and Raphoe The Right Reverend Ken Good and The Right Reverend 
Andrew Forster. 
From whatever part of this country, and from beyond these shores, you have come today  
I greet you in the name of the Lord. 
The Dean was assisted in conducting the service by The Reverend Canon John Merrick. 
The Scripture readings (Psalm 23 and Saint John 14: 1-6, 27) were read by The Most Reverend 
Donal McKeown, Bishop of Derry and by Ellen Gledhill (granddaughter). 
Wendy Gledhill (daughter) read a moving tribute to her ‘beautiful dad’. 
The Address was delivered by The Right Reverend The Lord Eames OM. 
Brenda Barron, harpist, played the Traditional Air ‘Taimse Im’ Chodladh’ (I am asleep). 
The prayers, ending with the Choir singing O Lord, hear my prayer (from Taize Community),  
were led by The Venerable Robert Miller, Archdeacon of Derry (the Mehaffey’s rector). 
The Right Reverend Andrew Forster, Bishop of Derry and Raphoe, led The Farewell in Christ. 
The Boy Choisters and Gentlemen of the Choir sang Psalm 121, The Song of Peace, De Noche 
and The Lord Bless you and Keep you (John Rutter). 
The Organist, Dr Derek Collins, played music before the service, including The Londonderry 
Air as the coffin was carried into the Cathedral by The Venerable Robert Miller, The Venerable 
Donald McLean, The Venerable Scott Harte and The Very Reverend William Morton. 
Following the service, Bishop James Mehaffey’s body reposed in Saint Columb’s Cathedral  
until Monday morning when it was taken to Roselawn Crematorium, Belfast for cremation. 



The Address by The Right Reverend The Lord Eames  
at the Service of Thanksgiving  

for the Life of The Right Reverend James Mehaffey 
SATURDAY 11 t h  JANUARY 2020  

  
On the afternoon of the 7th of September in 1980, Bishop James Mehaffey heard these words: 
‘Hold up the weak, heal the sick, bind up the broken, bring again the outcasts, seek the lost.’ 
It was the occasion of his Service of Consecration as a Bishop. And as he knelt at that turning 
point in his life and his experience, those were the words of commission held out to any of us 
who were called to be a bishop. 
And I cannot help but feel this afternoon, as we meet with his loved ones to pay our own 
individual tribute to a remarkable servant of God and His church, that those words are a 
starting point for our recollection of a wonderful man: ‘Hold up the weak, heal the sick, bind 
up the broken, bring again the outcasts, seek the lost.’ 
Those were the hallmarks which began back in 1954 in East Belfast when the young Curate, 
James Mehaffey, began his ministry in St Patrick’s, Ballymacarrett. His Rector then was to 
become his bishop and mine in later years, the late George Quin. And from that experience 
which took him to England and the Diocese of Southwark, James was to work in Down 
Cathedral in Downpatrick, to move to St Christopher’s in East Belfast, and then to – as we’ve 
been reminded – Kilkeel. From there, in 1966, his pilgrimage took him back to East Belfast, 
and the Parish of St Finian’s. I was the neighbouring Rector in Gilnahirk, and the friendship 
that we were to enjoy to the end of his life was fostered. 
For many of the problems in the parochial ministry in that place and in that time were 
common to both of us and I began to understand the gifts that God was using in Jim’s life. 
During the period in Down and Dromore, he became the first Diocesan Missioner in the 
Church of Ireland – a task which, like many new tasks in the Church and elsewhere – it’s very 
much up to the person involved to decide the agenda and decide the programme, and those 
of us who knew him well know that it wasn’t without some unease that he undertook that 
task for Bishop Quin. For the work was to reach out not only to the parishes but to the clergy 
and it gave him the opportunity which then – how times have changed – which then were 
opportunities to renew their own experience that perhaps for many of them had ceased at 
ordination. 
As Diocesan Missioner, Jim Mehaffey gave all of us in the parochial ministry much to think 
about. And the next step in which he and I were associated was to bring even to another level 
his thinking, his thought and his philosophy, for the Church of Ireland in its wisdom decided 
the Almighty was calling it to set up a Priorities Committee – a Priorities Committee – which 
was eventually to produce a report on the future of the Church of Ireland called ‘First of All’. 
As time has passed, and our friends the political representatives present this afternoon will 
perhaps understand what I mean when I say ‘First of All’ as a priority has its own message. In 
that work, Jim developed that which he had gained in the parishes but chiefly his work as a 
missioner. Often I can still hear his voice at those meetings of our Priorities Committee saying, 
‘Hold on, hold on. You’ve lost sight of why we’re here.’ You’ve lost sight of why we’re here. 
If there is a hallmark as he moved to this city to be your Bishop, if there is a hallmark that I 
would have as part of his legacy, it is those words: ‘Hold on, you’ve lost sight of why we’re 
here.’ You’ve lost sight that the reconciliation in our community which was so fostered by 
Edward Daly and James Mehaffey must never be lost sight of. You’ve lost sight of the 
wonderful rewards of reconciliation or in reaching out hands of friendship. And within the 
Church, you’ve lost sight at times of your roots – the roots that have given you the 
commission of God to be alive for all sorts and conditions of people. 



For Bishop Jim, this was his priority as he worked with Edward and other leaders to bind up 
the broken, to heal the wounds of the lost, to make people remember why you’re here, that 
in the short gift of a lifespan you must grasp every opportunity to do things for the good of all 
– across the barriers, across the river and across the divisions. 
This was his ministry as a Bishop. It was a ministry exercised in those dark days of suffering, 
misunderstanding, suspicion, and it was a ministry which was being true to the commission 
given to him in September 1980: ‘Hold up the weak, heal the sick, bind up the broken, bring 
again the outcasts, seek the lost.’ 
James and I often talked in private of our respective work and I’ve no doubt in my mind that 
the God who called him to be a bishop allowed the gifts that he had cultured at another level 
to be given an expression through his bishopric. And if Thelma will forgive me, I can divulge 
one sentence which will long remain part of James’s legacy for me. We were talking about the 
role of the Church in those dreadful days. We were talking about how often we could be 
misunderstood by saying the wrong word and even the wrong emphasis in public. He spoke 
of his experience here and I spoke of my memories of this place. And I said to him, “James, 
what are you learning about what those people need and want?” He thought for a moment 
and then in that quizzical voice that you all loved so much, he said to me, “Robin, it’s the 
calling to ask why we’re here and what’s the reason?” ‘To hold up the weak, to heal the sick, 
to bind up the broken, to bring again the outcasts and to seek the lost.’ 
Thelma, the strength that you gave all those years to your beloved Jim was something that he 
actually often talked about. You wouldn’t know that, but when he and I and several of our 
colleagues would talk about the pressures on family life of what we were called to do, the one 
common denominator for Jim Mehaffey was “Thank God for my family and thank God for 
Thelma.” What a tribute. What a binding of your years together. 
And at this moment when our love and sympathy reach out to you, to Wendy – what a tribute 
you’ve paid him – to Tim, to Julia, to Ellen, to Catherine, to Tom and to Rosie, at this moment 
you’re in our prayers. But you’re also in our joy – in our joy! – for the commissioning that Jim 
received back in 1980 was lived out and achieved in his work and you gave him the strength 
to do it. 
The prayer that I have quoted from his consecration didn’t end which those words that I’ve 
been giving. But they ended with words which bring you and your family and all of us right up 
to date at this moment. For the prayer and commission ends with these words: ‘Do all this 
that when the chief shepherd shall appear, you may receive the never fading crown of glory.’ 
I have no doubt that as we reflect on it all, Jim has had that greeting, ‘Well done thou good 
and faithful servant. Enter into my kingdom.’ 
On behalf of a very wide circle, may I express to you our love and our sympathy, and may I on 
behalf of that circle say, “Thank God”, for Jim Mehaffey bound up those wounds and gave the 
leadership his Church needed and for which we thank God. 



Obituary … 
 

Elizabeth (Betty) Holland 
26th November 1942 – 19th January 2020 

We meet today to remember Betty Holland, to thank God for her and to support her family by 
our presence and with our prayers. 
In this tribute today I hope to give a picture of a person who was kind and generous, who 
appreciated everyone and who was known and loved by everyone in this community. 
Betty was a person who faced the trials and troubles of life with a strong disposition, clinging 
to her faith as the bedrock for survival. 
Betty Jackson was one of 24 children. She was born at 3 Clarence Place on  
26th November 1942. 
Christ Church was the church that the family attended and it was here that Betty was 
baptised and received her first instruction in the Christian Faith. Betty began her primary 
school education at The Cathedral Primary School and when she was 15 years of age, like 
many young girls of the time, she went to work in one of the many shirt factories in this City. 
For Betty, the factory in which she found employment was Welch Margetson. Betty, later, left 
her job in Welch Margetson and took up a new post as a cleaner in Templemore Secondary 
School where her brother Albert and sister Ruby were also working. 
 
As time passed Betty met Jackie Holland and they were married on 1st June 1963. Jackie and 
Betty were blessed with three children – Gloria, John and Richard. 
 
On Monday 9th November 2015 tragedy came to the Holland home. Jackie had died in 
Altnagelvin Hospital that morning. It was a big blow to Betty; her husband and friend of 52 
years was no longer with her to share her joys and sorrows. But Betty soldiered on, finding 
comfort and support in her family and grandchildren. 
Life dealt Betty another sharp blow when her son John died on 22nd December 2016 and then 
another sharp blow when her daughter Gloria died 13 days later, on 4th January 2017. 
 
The question that Betty must have asked over and over again was “Why? Why me, Lord?” 
I never heard Betty speak about these family bereavements. Perhaps, to say nothing was her 
way of coping with her great loss. 
Betty would have been one of a generation who did not speak openly about their faith. She 
would have been brought up to respect God, His Word and Prayer. She would have been 
brought up to respect His Church and those who served Him here on earth. But being a 
private person her faith, sincere and strong, would have been a personal matter. And I am of 
the opinion that it was that sincere, strong and personal faith that carried Betty through 
those hard and difficult days. 
 
The deaths of those whom she loved dearly had an effect on Betty. Her relatives began to 
notice a deterioration in her health and over the next three years Betty was a regular patient 
at Altnagelvin Hospital. 
When she was here she received wonderful care and attention from the hospital staff and for 
this her family is most grateful. 
It would have been easy for the hospital staff to minister to Betty because she never gave 
them any trouble and she always was so appreciative and thankful for their love and care. 
On those occasions when I visited Betty in hospital she always welcomed me warmly and I 
sensed that her words of thanks were spoken with genuine feeling. 
Betty’s family wishes to record its thanks to the staff at Altnagelvin Hospital for the love and 
care shown to Betty over the past years. 
I visited Betty in Altnagelvin Hospital just before Christmas after she had fallen here at home 
and broken her hip. She was concerned that it was not healing as quickly as she would have 
liked. 



Parish Register 
 

Holy Baptism 
“Go and make disciples of all nations  

baptising them in the Name of  the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
 

Sunday 22nd December 2019  Catherine Sophia Duddy, the daughter of  
       Melissa Megan Duddy, Caw Close, Londonderry. 
Catherine’s godparents are Catherine and Emmet Fallon. 
At the end of the Rite of Holy Baptism Mrs Geraldine Sloane, a member of The Templemore 
Branch of The Mothers’ Union presented Melissa with a ‘Dorcas Pack’. 

 

Service of T hanksgiving 
Saturday 11th January 2020  (The Right Reverend) James Mehaffey, 

  Clearwater, Londonderry. 
       A cremation took place in Roselawn Crematorium on  
       Monday 13th January.  
 
Tuesday 21st January 2020  Elizabeth (Betty) Holland, The Fountain, Londonderry. 
       Ballyoan Cemetery, Londonderry. 

Then on last Friday morning I felt the need to think about Betty again. 
The hospital told me that she had been discharged and after a little bit of detective work  
I discovered that she was a resident in Edgewater Nursing Home in Newbuildings. 
I visited her on Friday afternoon and although the signs of a full recovery to health were 
absent I hoped and prayed that she would be free from pain and discomfort to be with her 
family for a little while longer. 
During my visit I was told that there were signs that Betty was ready to leave this world and to 
be re-united with her loved ones in heaven. Early on Sunday morning that journey from earth 
to heaven took place. 
And while Betty’s passing leaves a void and an emptiness that will be difficult to fill I know 
that you are content that Betty is now at peace. 
For the short time that Betty was a resident in Edgewater Nursing Home she received quality 
care and, again, her family wishes to say “Thank You” to the Management and Staff for the 
love that they showed to Betty during her last weeks and days on earth. 
A group of family members with whom Betty had a close affinity was her nine grandchildren 
and sixteen great grandchildren. She adored them and they loved her too. It was always a real 
joy and delight to have them come to visit and they never left this home empty-handed. 
 

Betty was a popular person in this Fountain Community. She loved to sit in her front garden to 
enjoy ‘a wee smoke’ and to watch the bands parade past the house in August and December. 
The band members loved to see Betty and they would stop and play a tune for her, and this 
really made her day. Jackie and Betty knew and supported the Apprentice Boys from this City 
and far beyond and the presence of many of them here today is a tribute in itself. 
 

Betty will be missed by her friends and neighbours here in The Fountain. She will be missed 
by the members of the large family circle and she will be missed particularly by her son 
Richard, daughter-in-law Heather and their family who cared for her attentively at home,  
in hospital and in nursing home. 
 

Today, there is a sadness in our lives as we say our earthly farewell to one whom we knew 
and loved. 
But alongside that sadness there is a sense of thanksgiving. The Bible records these words 
written by Saint Paul to the Church in Phillipi. ‘I thank my God every time I remember you’. 
I hope and pray that we can echo those words as we remember Betty today and thank God 
for everything that was good and true in her life. 
 



Bell 
We remember the family – Philip, Raymond, Iris, Patricia and Richard, their spouses and 
their families –  and all of the relatives of Andy Bell, Coleraine Street, Kilrea who died, 
peacefully, at Robinson Memorial Hospital, Ballymoney on Friday 29th November 2019. 
Andy’s wife Florrie, who died on 19th September 2018, was a cousin of Margaret McCarter. 
When Florrie died Andy respected her wish and donated an organ to Saint Columb’s 
Cathedral. This organ had been in their home for over 60 years. It had, we believe, an earlier 
association with the Cathedral and today it sits in The Bishop William Alexander Chapel. 
 
McKnight 
We remember the family – Ivor, Linda, Stefanie, Richard – and Wendy (deceased) –  and all 
of the relatives of Gladys McKnight (nee Hogg), Harkness Gardens, Brigade, Londonderry 
who died, peacefully, at her home on Wednesday 4th December 2019. 
We, also, remember their spouses Rhonda, Stephen and Diarmuid and their families Ben, 
Sophie, Chloe and Scott; Gladys’ siblings Noel, Catherine, Sandra – and George (deceased). 
The members of The Parish of Templemore wish to express their sincere sympathy to Gladys’ 
daughter Stefanie, her husband Stephen Burns and their children Chloe and Scott, Rossdale, 
Londonderry. 
 
Fielding 
We remember the family – Anne and Hilary – and all of the relatives of Margaret Fielding, 
Knutsford, Cheshire, England who died on Thursday 12th December 2019. Margaret was the 
wife of The Reverend John Fielding who died on Monday 11th February 2019. 
We, also, remember Margaret’s sons-in-law Jim and Peter and her grandchildren Claire, 
Matthew, Angus, Thomas and Emily. 
We, also, remember Aubrey and Elizabeth Fielding (Londonderry), Maurice and Eileen 
Fielding (Glaslough, County Monaghan) and their families, and the family of Arthur and  
Lily Fielding (deceased). 
 
Kelly 
We remember Jean Kelly (nee Miller) and her family – David, Hilary, Trevor and Raymond – 
and all of the relatives of Basil David Kelly, Enagh Park, Limavady who died, peacefully,  
at Altnagelvin Hospital, Londonderry on Thursday 19th December 2019. 
Jean is a sister of Lexie Miller, Clements Court, Waterside, Londonderry to whom, and to 
whose family Adrian and his partner Vanessa, Vanessa and her husband Stuart Postle and 
their families, we also express our sympathy. 
 
Lightbody 
We remember Lynne Lightbody and her family -  Gary and Sarah -  and all of the relatives of 
Jack Lightbody who died in Bangor in December 2019. We, also, remember Lynne’s sisters 
Gloria Fullerton (Limavady) and Margaret McKie (Eglinton) and Margaret’s husband Ian and 
their families. 
The Marriage Register of The Parish of Templemore (Saint Columb’s Cathedral) records that 
Jack Lightbody, 45 Richmond Crescent, Londonderry and Lynne Christine Wray,  
15 Fountain Street, Londonderry were married on 5th October 1965. 
The Service of Holy Matrimony was conducted by The Very Reverend Leslie Lawrenson, 
Rector and Dean. 
 



Moore 
We remember the family – Mervyn, Kenneth, Trevor, Joan, Jennifer and Steven,  
their spouses and their families – and all of the relatives of Elizabeth (Betty) Moore  
(nee Smallwoods), Roulston Avenue, Londonderry who died, peacefully, at Robinson 
Memorial Hospital, Ballymoney on Saturday 4th January 2020. 
Betty was an aunt of Janice McGlinchey and a great aunt of Louise Simpson, Drumahoe and 
Glen Rowney, Aubrey Street, Londonderry to whom we also express our sympathy. 
 

Mehaffey 
We remember Thelma Mehaffey and her family – Philip (deceased), Wendy and Timothy  
and his wife Julia - and all of the relatives of (The Right Reverend) James Mehaffey, 
Clearwater, Londonderry who died, peacefully, at Altnagelvin Hospital, Londonderry on  
Monday 6th January 2020. 
We, also, remember Bishop James Mehaffey’s grandchildren Ellen and Kathryn, Tom and 
Rosie, his sister Helen McClenaghan and her husband Stephen, and his brother Brian  
and his wife Doreen, and their families. 
 

Campbell 
We remember the relatives of Margaret (Millie) Campbell, Emerson Street, Londonderry  
who died, peacefully, at Foyle Hospice, Londonderry on Monday 13th January 2020. 
We remember Millie’s nephews Jack, Austin, Samuel and Malcolm. 
Millie was a regular and faithful attender at the Tuesday morning Service of Holy 
Communion in Saint Columb’s Cathedral and she, also, was a member of The Widows’ 
Friendship Group. 
Millie’s family invited Dean Raymond Stewart to attend the funeral service in her home  
on Thursday 16th January, at which he read verses from 1 Corinthians 13. 
The Dean and The Reverend Canon John Merrick and also some parishioners attended the 
burial at Altnagelvin Cemetery. 
 

Holland 
We remember the family and all of the relatives of Elizabeth (Betty) Holland (nee Jackson),  
The Fountain, Londonderry who died, peacefully, at Edgewater Nursing Home, Newbuildings, 
Londonderry on Sunday 19th January 2020. 
We remember Betty’s son Richard, his wife Heather and their family, Amy and Jack. 
Her daughter-in-law Rosemary (wife of John, deceased, 22nd December 2016) and her family,  
Alan, Samantha, Aaron and Jason. 
The family of her daughter Gloria (deceased, 4th January 2017) and son-in-law Stevie Ballie 
(deceased) – Rebecca, Sarah and Steven. 
We, also, remember Betty’s surviving siblings Lily Kitson, Leslie Jackson and his wife Pat, 
Daphne Cooke and her husband Sidney and Roy Jackson and his wife Carol, and their 
families. 
A Service of Thanksgiving for the life of Betty Holland was held in her home on  
Tuesday 21st January.  The service was conducted by The Reverend Canon John Merrick  
and by The Very Reverend Raymond Stewart who also gave the Address. 
 

Robinson 
We remember Florence Robinson and her family – Karen and Frank – and all of the relatives 
of  Frank George Thomas Robinson, Rossnavanna, Limavady who died, peacefully, at 
Altnagelvin Hospital, Londonderry on Monday 27th January 2020. 
We, also, remember Frank’s grandchildren, Sarah-Jane and Steven, his brother Harry and 
sister-in-law Mary Robinson, Rossdowney Gardens, Londonderry, and his sister Violet. 



                     £ 
Donations in memory of Bishop James Mehaffey 
A Thankoffering from Thelma Mehaffey ‘for the life of my beloved husband’ 1000.00  
Helen and Stephen McClenaghan (Bishop Mehaffey’s sister and brother-in-law)    400.00  
Mr Brian and Mrs Doreen Mehaffey and Family 
(Bishop Mehaffey’s brother and sister-in-law)            25.00  
David and Jennifer McCullough                50.00  
Frances and Raymond Orr                 50.00  
The Reverend Canon Brian and Mrs Lyn Johnston            50.00  
The Reverend Canon Adam Johns             150.00  
Miss Myra Simpson                  15.00  
Mrs Marion Kee                   25.00  
Trinity College Dublin Association (Antrim and Derry Branch) – Richard Lyons       25.00  
William Lynn                   30.00  
Foyle College Former Pupils’ Association              50.00  
Foyle and Londonderry College               50.00  
The Reverend David Skuce                 50.00  
The Very Reverend Raymond Stewart              50.00  
Albert and Vivian Smallwoods                40.00  
The Reverend Canon Samuel and Mrs Joan McVeigh         100.00  
Pauline Nixon                   25.00  
Mr Ivan Laird                   50.00  
The Reverend Canon Derek and Mrs Margaret Creighton          20.00  
Londonderry Inner City Trust -  Helen Quigley           100.00  
Mr John E Colhoun                  40.00  
The Foyle Civic Trust  -  c/o Austin Sammon             50.00  
Mrs Mura Sayers                  30.00  
Mrs Lillian Maconachie and Family               50.00  
Sir Denis Desmond KCVO CBE and Lady A M Desmond         250.00  
Carmel and John McClelland                10.00  
Mrs Aimiee Moore                  20.00  
Mr Ian Bartlett                   25.00  
Miss Muriel Hamilton                 25.00  
Miss Nola Nixon                  50.00  
The Reverend Canon John McKegney              25.00  
Mrs Phil Ryan                   50.00  
Mr and Mrs Raymond Bresland and Family             20.00  
The Venerable Donald McLean, Mrs Karin McLean and Family         50.00  
Cathedral Youth Club                  50.00  
Mrs Georgina Dunseith                  30.00  
Mr Bill Arnold                    50.00  
Mr Roy Adams                 100.00 
Dr Alison Howe and Family                50.00 
Miss Wilma Merrick                  40.00 
The Reverend Canon John and Mrs Roberta Merrick            40.00 
Mr Alan McConnell                  40.00 
Brian & Pauline Doherty                 20.00  
In fond memory of Bishop James Mehaffey 
Kevin and Wendy Donaghy              €50.00  



                     £ 
In loving memory of a devoted mum & cherished nana  -  Lily Fielding 
From Mrs Judith Barr            500.00 
In loving memory of Lily Fielding 
From son Mark, daughter-in-law Phyllis and family, Portstewart    150.00 
From Mr & Mrs Maurice Fielding          250.00 
From Jean & Jim Coulter              30.00 
From Mrs Ria McBrine              50.00 
From Margaret & Warren Scott            20.00 
From James & Irene Snodgrass            50.00 
From Dr Alison Howe              20.00 
From Provincial Grand Masters Lodge No.52          25.00 
From Tony & Diana Crowe             20.00 
From Sam & Freda Burnside             20.00 
From Doreen & Peter Sidebottom            25.00 
From Alwyn & Ida Robinson             25.00 
From Mrs Anna Goodburn             50.00 
From Mr & Mrs A Cunningham            50.00 
From Gary & Michelle McQuillan            20.00 
From Mrs Georgina Dunseith             30.00 
In memory of Sam McCorkell 
From Doreen & Peter Sidebottom            25.00 
In memory of Cyril Morrison 
From Doreen & Peter Sidebottom            25.00 
In memory of the Warke family 
From Lorraine Bradley              40.00 
In memory of Mrs Margaret Fielding, England 
From Aubrey & Elizabeth Fielding          100.00 
In Memory of Millie Campbell 
From Miss Muriel Hamilton             20.00 
From Mrs Lil Wilson               20.00 
From Mrs Aimiee Moore              20.00 
From Brian & Pauline Doherty             20.00 
In memory of Elizabeth (Betty) Holland 
From Mrs Georgina Dunseith             30.00 
From Joan & Roland Hughes             30.00 
In memory of my son Ralph 
From Mrs Lil Wilson               30.00 
In memory of Ralph Wilson 
From Gordon & Audrey (nee Adams) McSparron         30.00 
In loving memory of my parents Eddie & Margaret Armstrong  
& my dear friend Lorraine Mitchell 
From Evelyn Bond               40.00 
In loving memory of John F (Eric) McLaughlin, died 27th January 2010 
From his wife Sadie, children, grandchildren & great grandchildren   200.00 
In memory of all my loved ones 
From Mrs Lil Wilson             250.00  
In memory of our parents Andrew & Lavinia Hetherington  
& Douglas & Helen Walker and all other family members at Christmas time 
From Billy & Marion Walker           100.00 



                    £ 
Birthday memories of my dear husband Stanley Hamilton  
From Eileen, his daughters and their families        100.00 
In memory of my father Harry, mother Anna  
and sisters Doreen & Norma (Glenn) 
From Brian & Pauline Doherty           100.00 
In loving memory of my mother & father, Kathleen & Lexie Colhoun  
From John                70.00 
In loving memory of my brother Charles Colhoun 
From John                30.00 
In loving memory of Cyril Morrison 
From John Colhoun                30.00 
In loving memory of our son Ian Begley 
From Mum & Dad             200.00 
In memory of a dear brother Ian 
From Alison & David            100.00 
In memory of Uncle Ian 
From Macauley, Ellie & Freddie            50.00 
In memory of Norman Jefferson 
From Ann & Mervyn Tweedie             50.00 
In memory of my mother & father Jessie & James Jefferson 
From daughter Ann & son-in-law Mervyn Tweedie        50.00 
In memory of Ronald Dobson 
From Mrs Georgina Dunseith             30.00 
From Gordon & Audrey (nee Adams) McSparron         30.00 
In loving memory of my parents Mr & Mrs S Walker, also brother & sisters 
From son Andrew & daughter-in-law Sadie        100.00 
Donations to Fabric Fund 
From Mr Albert Austin            100.00 
From The Reverend Canon Walter & Mrs Sylvia Quill      100.00 
From Mr Eric Bradley            100.00 
Christmas memories of all our loved ones 
From Junior & Grace McIntosh and Maureen Foster        50.00 
In memory of all my loved ones, Mum, Dad, Jackie, husband Ivan & son Kieron 
From Mrs Aimiee Moore            500.00 
In memory of dear friends Florrie Price, Kathleen Porter,  
Georgie Stewart & Margaret Armstrong 
From Mrs Aimiee Moore            100.00 
In memory of my mother & father Jessie & James Jefferson 
From daughter Ann & son-in-law Mervyn Tweedie        50.00 
In memory of great grandson Harvey Neely - still born 
From Mrs Aimiee Moore              50.00 
Donations to the Choir Association 
From Mr Eric Bradley            100.00 
In memory of our late Uncle Norman Jefferson  
From Mrs Alison Beddoes and Mr Michael Tweedie       100.00  
 



SUNDAY SERVICES:     8.00 am   Holy Communion 
     11.00 am   (1st & 3rd Sunday of the month)  Choral Eucharist
         (2nd & 4th Sunday of the month)  Choral Matins 
         4.00 pm  Choral Evensong  
4th SUNDAY:   10.00 am  Family Service 
EACH TUESDAY:  10.30 am  Holy Communion 

Organist & Master of the Choristers 
Dr Derek Collins 

Assistant Organist 
Nicky Morton 

 

Rector’s Churchwarden  
Mr Ian Bartlett  

(email: ian.bartlett@btinternet.com) 
 

People’s Churchwarden 
Miss Muriel Hamilton  

 

Hon Treasurer  
Mrs Joanne Armstrong 

email: joanne@stcolumbs.net 
 

Assistant Treasurers 
Mr Alan Thompson 12 Torrens Avenue  (email: 

alan@stcolumbs.net) 
Miss Maureen M E Boal 46 Limavady Road 

(All Donations/Thankofferings) 
 

Hon Secretary 
Mrs Ray Mace Tel: 028 7134 4236  

Parish Administrator  
Robert McGonigle BEM Deanery Mews  

Tuesday 1pm-6pm 
Thursday 1pm-6pm 

Friday 9am-1pm 
Tel: 028 7137 1633/ 07794666754  

Email: robert@stcolumbs.net 
 

Parish Secretary/Webmaster 
Mrs Linda McGonigle Deanery Mews 

Tuesday & Thursday 1pm-6pm 
Tel: 028 7137 1633 

email: linda@stcolumbs.net  
 

Safeguarding Trust Panel Members 
The Very Reverend Raymond Stewart 
Mrs Elizabeth Fielding; Mr Ian Bartlett  

 
Tourist Guides 

Daphne Gallick;  Billy Begley;  Ian Bartlett 
Tour bookings: (028) 7126 7313     

 Email: stcolumbs@ic24.net  

Saint Columb’s Cathedral Tel: (028) 7126 7313 
Web Site: www.stcolumbscathedral.org  

 
 

Pastoral Assistant: The Reverend Canon John Merrick B.A. H.Dip. Ed. D.A.S.E. 
Tel: (028) 7126 7313 

MARCH Magazine 
Please submit your contribution/s to  linda@stcolumbs.net 

leave in The Cathedral Porch or The Parish Office  
FAO Linda or Ray before 23 FEBRUARY 2020 

The Publication will be available from SUNDAY 1 MARCH 2020 


